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ADVERTISEMENT. 


of being over forward in publiſhing ſo plain 
a Sermon on ſo common a Subject, I beg 
Leave to inform the Reader of the Occaſion that de- 
termined me to do it. 5 | | 
The following Diſcourſe was firſt preached to a 
very numerous Auditory at the Funeral of a young 
Perſon, who being ſeiꝝ d on a ſudden with a violent 
and mortal Illneſs, which nevertheleſs did not de- 
Iroy the Exerciſe of ber Reaſon; was deeply im- 
reſs'd with a Senſe of ber eternal Intereſt, and ex- 
preſs d that Senſe in a manner which affected me 
as much as any thing of that Nature which Thad 
wer ſeen ; not only recommending the Text to me, but 
alſo charging this one Thing needful on ber Brother 
and Siſters in my Hearing, with a Solemnity and 
Earneſineſs which ] hope neither they nor I ſhall 
ver forget. But I imputed the remarkable Atten- 
lien with which the Sermon was heard, and the kind 
Notice which was afterwards taken of it by many, 
o that awful Circumſtance, rather than to any 
ling in the Diſcourſe itſelf. - 
Thad aſterwards the Honour to preach it, with 
ome proper Alterations, before ſome worthy and 
excellent Perſons of” conſiderable Rank and Emi- 
nence in Life, who are not aſhamed publickly to 
own that Religion is their greateſt Concern. They 
were pleaſed to expreſs ſuch Satisfaction in the Se- 
ane and Plainneſs with which this important 
"4 Subject 


7 I would not willingly incur the Cenſure 
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| VVV 
Subject was bandled, that they urged me, with a 
Earneſtneſs which I did not at all expet3, 10 li 
them have ſome printed Copies of it, that thy 
might diſperſe them amongſt their Tenants au 
Servants. I think too highly of theſe valuall 
Friends to prefix their Names to fo intonfiderall 
a Performance, which would go a great Honour tj 
a Book far ſuperior to any I can ever hope to preſet 
them with. But as I am well aſſured of their an. 
tinued Candour towards me; ſo I hope the Authoriy 
of their Command, will be allowed as a ſufficient 
Apology for this Publication. +22 
Me are ſo near the Eternal State, and mf 
fo ſcon be filent in the Duſt, that methinks nothin 
which looks like a Call of Providence, diretting 
any Opportunity of doing good to the Souls o 
Men, ſhould be neglected. And if theje obvious bu 
ſerious Truths may, through the Concurrence of d. 
vine Grace, be made uſeful for the Convent 
one of the loweſt of thoſe for whoſe Service thi 
Diſcourſe was asked and tranſcribed, I ſhall tht 
ths little Labour abundantly repaid, even thoujh 
many others ſhould jay, as they probably will, th 
T have made a little Addition to the Number 


unneceſſary Books with which the World is alrraſ be 
incumbered. ä | o1 
| th 

th 
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One Thing is needful. 


T was the amiable Charafter of out bleſſed 


This great Motive, which animated all his 
Actions, brought him to the Houle of his Friend 
Lazarus, at Bethany, and directed his Behaviour 


ublick Labour, our Lord brought the Sentiments 
and the pious Cares of a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
nels into the Parlour of a Friend; and there his 
Doctrine dropp'd as the Rain, and diſtilled as the 
Dew, on the little happy Circle that were then 
ſurrounding him. Mary, the Siſter of Lagarus, 
with great Delight made one amongſt them; 
ſhe ſer herſelf down at the Feet of Jeſus, in 
the Poſture of an humble Diſciple z_ and we have 


his other Siſter would gladly have been with 
her there; but domeſtick Cares prel(s'd hard upon 
her, and ſhe was cumbered with much ſeruing. 
being perhaps too ſolicitous to prepare a ſumptu- 


that in a Crowd of Buſineſs do not loſe ſome- 


of the Compoſure, and Sweetnels ot their 
Tempers ! This good Woman comes ro 


(a) Achs x. 38. 
inſinuating 
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Redeemer, that he went about doing good (a). 


there. Though it were a Seaſon of Receſs from 


a great deal of Reaſon to believe, that Martha, 


ous Entertainment for her heavenly Maſter and 
the Train that attended him. Happy are they 


thing of che Spirituality of their Minds, and 


our Lord with too impatient a Complaint; 
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inſinuating ſome little Reflection, not only on 
Mary, but on himſelf too. Lord, doſt thou nn 
care that my Siſter hath left me to ſerve alan! 
Bid her therefore that ſhe help me (a). Ou 
Lord, willing to-take all Opportunities of ſug. 
geſting uſeful Thoughts, anſwers her in these 
Words, of which the Text is a Part, Marthy 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many Things, but one Thing is needful, and Man 
has choſen that good part, which ſhall -ni 
be taken away from her. g. d. Alas Martha! 
the Concerns of the Soul are of ſo much greater 
Importance than thoſe of the Body, that I can- 
not blame your Siſter on this Occaſion : I rather 
recommend her to your Imitation, and caution 
you, and all my other Friends, to be much on 
your guard, that in the midſt of your worldy 
Cares, you do not loſe the Sight of that which 
ſo much better deſerves your Attention. 
1 ſhall conſider theſe Words, One Thing i 
needful, as a kind of Aphoriſm, or wiſe and 
weighty Sentence, drop'd from the Mouth d 
our bleſſed Redeemer, and evidently worthy 
__ molt ſerious Regard. In handling then 
I ſhall, 1 
I. Conſider what we are to underſtand by 
the one Thing here ſpoken of. | 
II. Shew you what is intended when it is 
preſented as the one Thing zeedful. 
III. I will ſhew how juſtly it may be ſo 1 
preſented, or proye that 'tis indeed the on 
Thing ncedful. | 
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(a) Lule x. 40. 
IV. Con 


1 
IV. Conclude with ſome Reflections and Ap- 


plication. = | „ 
My Friends, the Words which are now before 
5 arc to this Day as true as they were ſeventeen 
undred Years ago. Set your Hearrs co atrend to 
hem. Oh that you might by divine Grace be 
waken'd to hear them with a due Regard, and 
ght be ſo impreſſed with the plain and ſerious 
hings which are nowto be ſpoken, as you proba- 
ly would, if I were ſpeaking by your dying 
eds, and you had the full Exerciſe of your Rea- 
dn, and the near and lively View of Eternity! 

[. I am briefly to conſider what we are to un- 
erſtand by the one Thing needful. 

Now I anſwer in a few Words, it is the Care 
frhe Soul, oppoſed, as you ſee in the Text, to the 
are, i. e. che exceſſive Care of the Body; for 
hich Martha was gently admoniſhed by our 
ord, This is a general Anſwer, and it compre- 
ends a Variety of important Particulars, which is 
e Buſineſs of our Miniſtry often to open to you . =} 
large: The Care of the Soul implies a Readi- 
ls ro hear the Words of Chriſt, to ſer our 
ves with Mary at his Feet, and to receive both 
e Law and the Goſpel from his Mouth. It 
ppoles that we learn from this divine Teacher 
e Worth of our Souls, their Danger, and their 
emedy. That we become above all Things 
licitous about their eternal Salvation. That, 
reFFattily repenting of all our Sins, and cordiaily 

leving the everlaſting Goſpel, we receive the 

rd Jeſus Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and Life, 

ing our Souls on the Value of his Atonement, 
1 8 
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and the Efficacy of his Grace. It import th 
ſincere Dedication of ourſelves to the Serviced 
. God, and a faithful Adherence to ir, notwith 
ſtanding all the Oppoſitions arifing from inway 
Corruptions, or outward Temptations, and aꝶ 
folute Perſeverance in the Way of Goſpel Dy 
pendance, till we receive the End of our Fait 
in our compleat Salvation. This is the one T 
needful repreſented indeed in various Scriprurg 
by various Names. Sometimes it is called Rv 
generation, or the new Creature, becauſe tis hi 
bleſſed Work of God's efficacious Grace. Some 
times the Fear of God, and ſometimes his Love 
and the keeping his Commandment ; and ye 
frequently in the New Teſtament tis called Fait 
or receiving Chriſt, and believing on him, whid 
therefore is repreſented as the great Mot 
Cod (a); i. e. the great Thing which Godin hi 
glorious Goſpel requires, as well as by his Spin 
produces in us: Each of theſe, if rightly unde 
ſtood and explained, comprehends all that Ih 
faid on this Head. On the whole, we may li 
that, as the Bod) is one, though it has mi 
Members, and the Soul is one, though it h 
many Faculties, fo, in the preſent Caſe, this! 
al, vital Religion is one Thing, one ſacred Pril 
ciple of divine Life, bringing us to attend totl 
Care of our Souls, as of our greateſt Treaſul 
Tis one Thing, notwithſtanding all the Vari 
of Views in which it may be conſidered, and 
Characters under which it may be deſcribe 
I proceed, 6} 


} 


(a) Fobn vi. 29. * 
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Il. To conſider what may be intended in the 
epreſentation which is here made of it, as the 
ne Thing needful. 1985 

Now F think · it naturally inclädes 8 ths 
rticulars: Tis a Matter of univerſal Concern, 
the higheſt Importance, and of (0 compre- 
enſive a Nature, that every Thing which is 
uly worthy of our Regard may be conſidered h 
included in it, or ſubſervient to it. Let 
e a little illuſtrate each of theſe Particulars, 
erving the Proof of what I now aſſert to the 
ird General, where it will abundantly appear. 
1. The San of the Soul may be called the 
Thing needful, «as it is Matter of univer- | 
lal Concern.” _ 

Our Lord you ſee Geaka of it as needful in the 
neral. He ſays not for this or that particu- 
r Perſon ; or for thoſe of ſuch an Age, Station, 
Circumſtance in Life, but needful for all. 
nd indeed, when diſcourſing on ſuch a Sub- 
, one might properly introduce it with choſe 
emn Words of the Plalmiſt. Grve Ear all ye 
feople, hear, all ye Inhabitants of the Earth, 
th High and Zi Rich and Poor, together (a). 

or tis the Concern of all, from Fay, King that 
upon the Throne, to the Servant that grind- 
har the Mill, or the Beggar that lieth upon 
e Dunghill. Tis needful for us that are Mi- 
rs, for our own Salvation is concerned. And 
de, inſupportable Woe will be ro our Souls, 
we think it enough to recommend it to others, 
talk of! it in a warm, or an awful manner, in 


a) P/. xlix. 1, 2. N 
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Needle (b); yet if it be neglected, you are py 
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(4) Fohnvi 27. (e] Bel, xii. 5. 


( 10 ) | J a 
publick Aſſemblies, or in our private Conyeil 
while it does not penetrate our Hearts as our ow 
greateſt Care. Our Caſe will then be like f 
of the 1/r aelitiſh Lord in Samaria (a), who 
imployed to diſtribute the Corn when the Sig 
was raiſed, ſeeing it with our Eyes, and 
penfing it with our Hands, we ſhall ourſelyes 
miſerably, without taſting the Bleſſings we in 
part. Tis needful to all you that are our Hu 
ers, without the Exception of one ſingle Dy 
ſon. Tis needful to you that are rich, thoy 
it may on ſome Accounts be peculiarly diff 
for you; even as difficult, comparatively ſpe 
ing, as for à Camel to go through the Eye if 


in the midſt of all your Wealth, and milcnall 
in all your Abundance, and a Wretch ſtani 
for Hunger, in a magnificent Palace anda i 
Dreſs, might be leſs the Object of Compalli 
than you. Tis needful for you that are ju 
though you are diſtreſſed with ſo many anxi 
Cares, what you ſball eat, and what you|i 
drink, and wherewithal you ſhall be cloathed ( 
The Nature that makes you capable of. (i 
Anxietics as theſe, argues your much grel 
Concern in the Bread which endures to ei 

Life (d), than in that by which this mortal bd 
mult be ſupported. Tis needful for you i 
are advanced in Years; though your Strength 
impaired ſo that the Graſbopper is a Buri 
though you have by your long continuance, 


(a) 2 Kings vii. 2. (b) Mat. xix. 24. (c) Mat. vi 
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in rendered this great Work ſo hard, that were 
lefcimportant, one would in Piry let you alone 
ithout reminding you of it: Yer, late as it is, 
muſt be done, or your hoary Heads will be 
rought down to the Grave with Wrath, and 
nk under a Curſe aggravated by every Yearand 
y every Day of your Lives. Tis needful to you 
hat are young, though ſollicited by ſo many gay 
anities, to neglect it; though it may be repre- 
ented as an unſeaſonable Care at preſent, yet I 
epeat it, it is needful to you; immediately need- 
ul, unleſs you who walk ſo frequently over 
he Duſt of your Brethren and Companions, that 
lied in the Bloom and Vigour of their Days, have 
ade ſome ſecret Covenant with the Grave for 
yourſelves, and found out ſome wonderful Me- 
hod, hitherto unknown, of ſecuring this pre- 
arious Life, and of anſwering for Days and 
onths to come, while others cannot anſwer 
or one ſingle Moment. 5 
2. The Care of the Soul is“ a Matter of 
the higheſt Importance; beyond any thing 
hich can be brought into Compariſon with it. 
As Solomon ſays of Wiſdom, that it is more 
precious than Rubies, and that all Things which 
an be deſired are not to be compared with her (a). 
Somay I properly ſay of his great and moſt impor- 
ant Branch of Wiſdom, whatever can be laid in 
he Balance with it, will be found altogether 
lighter chan Vanity.” This is ſtrongly implied 
hen tis aid in the Text, one Thing is needful ; 
9.4. One Thing, and one Thing alone is a Juſt 
S UM He. MM: is. he 
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as the bleſſed God is ſaid to be only wiſe (a)/anday 
ly holy ), becauſe the Wiſdom and Holinek if 
Angels and Men is as nothing, when compa 
with his. What ſeems moſt great and moſt in 
portant in Life, what Kings and Senates, uh. 
the wiſeſt and greateſt of this World are implyt 
ing their Time, their Councils, their Pens the 
Labours upon, are Trifles, when compared vil 
this one Thing. A Man may ſubſiſt, he may 
ſome conſiderable Meaſure be happy, »withou 
Learning, without Riches, without Titles, wit 
out Health, without Liberty, without Erie 
nay, though the Life be more than Meat, a 
the Body than Raiment (e), yet may he be hapyj 
unſpeakably happy, without the Body itſelf. 5 
he cannot be ſo in the Neglect of the one Thin 
needful. I muſt therefore beſpeak your [Regal 
to it in the Words of Moſes, it is not a light iim 
but it is your Life (d). „ e .5 01 mn 
3. The Care of the Soul is of ſo 'comprehen 
five a Natufe, that every thing truly work 
« of our Regard may be conſidered as include 
ce jn it, or fubſervienc to it. d 900d 
As David obſerves, that the Communidmehi 
God is exceeding broau (e), fo may we lay of ti 
one Thing needful; and as Solomon very juli 
and emphatically expreſſes it, to fear God af 
to keep his Commandments. is the whole « 
Marr; his whole Duty, and his whole :Intereth 
and every thing which is wiſe and rational do 
in its ptoper Place and Connection make a pa 
(9) Ar, vl. . 


(a) 1 Tim. „ (b Rev. xv. 4- 
(d) Deut. xxxhi. 47. (6) Pf. exix. 96. 


ou what we may ſuppoſe implied in this Ex- 
refſion of one Thing being needful. I am 

III. To ſhew you with how much Propriety 
be Care of the Soul may be repreſented under 
his Character, as the one Thing needful, as a 
| Matter 
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f it, We ſhould judge very ill concerning the 
Nature of this Care, if we imagined, that it con- 


aaecd merely in Acts of Devotion, or religious . 


Contemplation z/ it comprehends all the lovely 
and harmonious Band of ſocial, and hun 
Virtues. It requires a Cate of Society, a Care 


of our Bodies, and of our temporal Concerns ; 


but then all is to be regulated, directed, and ani- 
mated by proper Regards to God, Chriſt, and 
Immortality. Our Food and our Reſt, our 
Trades and out Labours are to be attended to, 


Wand all the Offices of Humanity perform'd b 
Obedience to the Will of God, for the Glory 


of Chriſt, and in a View to the improving the 
Mind in a growing Meectnels for a State of com- 
lear Perfection. Name any Thing which has 
o Reference at all to this, and you name a 
worthleſs Trifle, however it may be gilded to 
allure the Eye, however it may be ſweetned to 
gratify the Taſte, Name a Thing which, inſtead 
of thus improving the Soul, has a Tendency to 
debaſe and pollate, to enſlave and endanger it, 
and you name whar is moſt unprofitable and miſ- 
hievous, be the Wages of Iniquity ever ſo great; 
oſt foul and deformꝰ d, be it in the Eyes of Men 
ver ſo honourable; or in their Cuſtoms eyer ſo 
aſhionable. Thus I have endeavoured to ſnew 


| Matter of univerſal and moſt ſerious Concet 
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needful. | 


does, tis plainly pointed out, for unto Mam l 
ſtill ſaith, behold, the Fear of the Lord that 
Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, that is Us 
derſtanding. By Moſes therefore he declared 


Underſtanding in the Sight of the Nation 
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to which every Thing elſe is to be conſidered 
ſubſervient, if at all worthy of our Care and pu 
ſuit. Now let me appeal to the Sentiment of 
thoſe who muſt be allowed moſt capable of judg. 
ing, and to the evident Reaſon of the Care i 
ſelf, as it muſt appear to every unprejudice 
Mind. 1 = (57720 
1. Let me argue from the Sentiments of thot 
who muſt be allowed moſt capable of judging in 
ſuch an Affair, and we ſhall quickly ſee that the 
Care of the Soul appears to them the one Thing 
Is the Judgment of the bleſſed God ac, 

70 r and how oa 
that Judgment declared? I will not ſay mere 
in this or the other particular Paſſage of hi 
Word, but in the whole Series of his Reyels 
tions to the Children of Men; and the' whole 
Tenor of his Addreſſes to them. Is not this i 
Language of all from the early Days of Joh au 
[Moſes to the Concluſion of the Canon of Scrip 
ture. F (a) Wiſdom be hid from the Eyes of d 
the Living, ſurely God underſtandeth the Wa 
thereof, he knoweth the Place thereof; and if ht 


to the Iſraelites, that to do the Commandaent 
of the Lord would be their Wiſdom and thel 


(a) Job xxviii. 21, 23, 28. 


A 
who ſhould hear his Statutes, and ſay, ſurely 
this is a wiſe and an underſtanding People (a). 
When he had raiſed up one Man on the Throne 
of Iſrael, with the Character of the wiſeſt that 
ever lived upon the Face of the Earth, he choſe 
to make him eminently a Teacher of this great 
Truth. And now all that he ſpoke on the cu- 
rious and leſs concerning Subjects of Natural 
Philoſophy is loſt, though he ſpoke of Trees from 
the Cedar to the Hyſſop, and of Beaſts, and of 
Frols, and of creeping Things, and of Fiſhes (b); 
that Saying is preſerved in which he teſtifies, char 
the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſ- 

dom (c), and thoſe Proverbs, in almoſt eve 
Line of which they who negle& God and their 
own Souls are ſpoken of as Fools, as if that were 
the moſt proper Signification of the Word, 
while the Religious alone are honoured wich 
the Title of wiſe. But in this reſpect, as at- 
teſting this Truth in the Name of God and in 
his own, 4 greater than Solomon is here. 
For if we inquire what it was that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt judged to be the one Thing needful, 
the Words of the Text contain as full an An- 
[wer as can be imagined ; and the Senſe of 
them is repeated in a very lively and emphati- 
cal Manner, in that remarkable Paſſage wherein 
our Lord not only declares his own Judgment, 
but ſeems to appeal to the Conſciences of all, 
as obliged by their own ſecret Convictions to 
ſubſcribe ro the Truth of ir. What is a Man 
profited, if he gain the whole World, and loſt 
(a) Deut. ir. 6. (b) 1 Kings iv. 33. le) Prov. i. 7. ix. * 
ie 
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his own Soul; or what ſhall a Man give bu d 
change for his Soul? (a) If it were once lo} 
what would he not be willing to give to redeen 
it. But it depends not on the Words of Chill 
alone. Let his Actions, his Sufferings, his Blood, 
his Death ſpeak what a Value he ſer on the Soi 
of Men. Is it to be imagined, that he woul( 
have relinquiſhed Heaven, that he would hay 
dwelt upon Earth, that he would have laboure( 
by Night and by Day, and at laſt have expitti 
on the Croſs, for a Matter of light Importance 
Or can we think that he, in whom dwells all th 
Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and ul 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, was miſtaken 
in a Judgment ſo deliberately formed, and {6 
ſolemnly declared. | We 
If after this there were room to mention hy: 
man Judgment, and Teſtimonies, how eaſy would 
it be to produce a Cloud of Witneſſes in fuchi 
Cauſe, and to ſhew that the wiſeſt and beſt d 
Men in all Ages of the World have agreed in 
this Point, that amidſt all the Diverſities of Opi- 
nion and Profeſſion, which ſucceeding Genen. 
tions have produced, this has been che unanimoꝶ 
Judgment, this che common and moſt ſollicitow 
Care of thoſe whoſe Characters are moſt trulſ 
valuable, ro ſecure the Salvation of their owl 
Souls, and to promote the Salvation of others. 
And let me beſcech you ſeriouſly to refles 
what are the Characters of thoſe who have take! 
the Liberty, moſt boldly and freely to declatt 
their Judgment on the contrary Side? TM 


(a)- Mat. xvi. 26. Fn 7 
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amber of ſuch is comparatively few ; and when 
ou compare what 2 have obſerved of their 
emper and Conduct, I will not ſay with what 
ou read of holy Men of old, but with what 
du have yourſelves ſeen in the faithful, active, 
d zealous Servants of Chriſt, in theſe latter 
ges, with which you have converſed, do you 
n the whole find that the RejeQors and De- 
ders of the Goſpel, are in other Reſpects, ſo 
uch more prudent and judicious, ſo much 
Wilcr for themſelves, and for others that are in- 
enced by them, as that you can be in Reaſon 
liged to pay any great Deference to the Autho- 
of a few ſuch Names as theſe, in Oppoſition 
thoſe ro which they are here oppoſed? 
| But you will ſay, and you will fay it too 
ly, though but a few may venture in Words 
declare for the Neglect of the Soul and its 
nal Intereſt, the greater part of Mankind 
d it in their Actions. But are the greater 
t of Mankind fo wiſe, and ſo good, as im- 
citly to be followed in Matters of the high- 
Importance? And do not Multitudes of 
ele declare themſelves on the other Side, in 
eir moſt ſerious Moments? When the In- 
xications of worldly Buſineſs and Pleaſures are 
cr, and ſome languiſhing Sicknels forces Men 
Solitude and Retirement; what have you 
nerally obſerved to be the Effect of ſuch a 
Icumſtance 2 Have they not then declared 
mſelves convinced of the Truth we are now 
ouring to eſtabliſh? Nay, da we not ſome- 
ies ſee that a Diſtemper which ſeizes the 
ind with Violence, 888 not utterly deſtroy 
its 
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its realoning Faculties, fixes this Conviction 
the Soul in a few Hours, nay ſometimes in 
few Moments? Have you never ſeen ag 
thoughtleſs Creature, ſurprized in the gi 
Round of Pleaſures and Amuſements, andy 
ſently brought not only to Seriouſneſs, but Ty 
ror and Trembling, by the near Views of Deu 
Have you never ſeen the Man of Buſineſs a 
Care interrupted, like the rich Fool in theÞ 
rable, in the midſt of his Schemes for the pteſ 
World? And have you not heard one andt 
other of them owning the Vanity of 'tha 
- Pleaſures and Cares, which but a few Dj 
ago were every thing to them? Confeſl 
that Religion was the one Thing needful, a 
recommending it to others with an Earneſtnd 
as if they hoped thereby to atone for their own 
mer Neglect: We tharare Miniſters frequentiya 
Witneſſes to ſuch things as theſe, and I bel 
few of our Hearers arc intire Strangers to thett 
And once more, what if to the Teſtimoi 
of the Dying, we could add that of the Dei 
What if God were to turn aſide the Vail wii 
ſeparates between us and the inviſible Wor 
and to permit the moſt careleſs Sinner in 
Aſſembly to converſe for a few Moments 
the Inhabitants of it? If you were to aff 
yourſelf ro a happy Spirit, that trod the ml 
thorny Road to Paradiſe, or paſſed throught 
molt fiery Trial, and to ask him, was it we 
your while to labour ſo much, and to end 
4 ſo much for what you now poſſeſs? Sul 
if the Bleſſed in Heaven were capable of Ini. - 
nation, it would move them to hear that it nau 
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> made a Queſtion. And on the other Hand, 
you could inquire of one formented in that 
lame below, though he might once be cloth- * 
in Purple and fine Linnen, and fare ſumptu- 
ſly every Day, if you could ask him,“ whe- 
ther his former Enjoyments were an Equiva- 
lent for his preſent Sufferings and. Deſpair 2”; 
hat Anſwer do you ſuppoſe he would return? 
haps an Anſwer of 1 much Horror and; 
age, as you would not be able ſo much as 
indure. Or if the Malignity of his Nature 
ould prevent him from returning any An- 
er at all, ſurely there would be a Language 
en in that Silence, a Language in the Dark- 
le, and Flames, and Groans of that infernak 
on, which would ſpeak to your very Soul 
che Word of God is with equal Certain- 
MW cough leſs forcible Conviction, ſpeaking 
your Souls Ear, that one Thing is needful: 
u ſee tis ſo in the judgment of God the 
ther, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the wiſeſt 
d belt of Men, of many, who ſeem' d to judge 
ſt differently of it, when they came to more 
liberare and ſerious Thought, and not only of 
Dying, bur of the Dead too, of thoſe whs 
e experimentally known both Worlds, and 
It ſurely know what is to be preferr'd. But 
vill not reſt the whole Argument here, I add 
refore, | | n 57-4 2d 
2, I appeal ro the evident Reaſon of the Caſe 
lh as it muſt appear to every unprejudiced 
nd, that the Care of the Soul is indeed the 
Thing needful. 1 0 
{ill conſider myſelf as ſpeaking not to 
C2 n 
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Atheiſts, or to Deiſts, but to thoſe. WhO ig 
only believe the Exiſtence and Providence q 
God, and a future State of Happineſs and 
ſery, bur likewiſe who credit the Truth of: th 
Chriſtian Revelation, as many undoubtedly | 
who live in a fatal Neglect of God and tha 
own Souls. Now on theſe Principles a lin 
Reflection may be ſufficient to convince ya 
that tis needful to the preſent Repoſe of you 
own Mind, needful if ever you would ſecin 


| 

eternal Happineſs, if ever you would avoid em 

nal Miſety, which will be aggravated, nu 

than alleviated, by all your preſent Enjoyment WW! 

1. The Care of the Soul is che one Thigh: 

needful, becauſe without it you cannot ſeci t 

te the Peace of your own Mind, nor avoid ii 
Upbraidings of your Conſcience. Wi 
_ That noble Faculty is indeed, as you are offi 
1 told, the Vicegerent of God in the Soul. TW * 
i ſenſible of the Dignity and Worth of an inc 
mortal Spirit, and will ſometimes cry out oft p 

Ll} Violence that is offered to ir, and cry ſo hin 
jt as to compel the Sinner to hear, whether i 7 
Mn will or no. Do you not ſometimes find it Ut 
ſelves? When you labour moſt to forget i ch 

| Concerns of your Soul, do they not ſometiſ lg 

force themſelves on your Remembrance? Mt 

are afraid of the Reflections of your own' Mini 

but with all your Artifice and all your Re Le 

rion can you intirely avoid them? Does 

Conſcience follow you to your Beds, even if Nee 

: , Nied the Opportunity of meeting you in il | ! 

_ Clofers, and, though with an unwelcome V0 a | 

uc 


there warn you, © that your Soul is ner 
| = 
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« and will quickly be loſt: ” Does it not follow 
you to your Shops and your Fields, when you 
are. buſieſt there? Nay, I will add, does it 
not ſometimes follow you to the Feaſt, to the 
Club, ro the Dance, and perhaps, amidſt all 
Reſiſtance, to the Theatre roo? Does it nor 
ſometimes mingle your ſweeteſt Draught with 
Wormwood, and your gayeſt Scences with Hor- 
ror? So that you are like a Tradeſman, who, 
ſuſpecting his Affairs to be in a bad Poſture, 
lays by his Books and his Papers, yet ſometimes 
they will come accidentally in his Way. He 
hardly dares to look abroad for fear of meeting 
a Creditor or an Arreſt; and if he labours to 
forget his Cares and his Dangers, in a Courſe 
of Luxury ar Home, the 'Remembrance is 
ſometimes awakned, and the Alarm increafed, 
by thoſe very Extravagancies in which he is 
attempting to loſe it. Such no doubt is the 
Caſe of ſome of your Minds, and tis a very 
painful State, and while Things are chus with- 
in, external Circumſtances can no more make 
you happy, than a fine Dreſs could relieve you 
under a violent Fir of the Stone. Whereas if 
this great Affair were ſecured, you might de- 
light in Reflection, as much as you now dread 
it; and Conſcience, of your bittereſt Enemy, 
would become à delightful Friend, and the 
Teftimony of it your greateſt Rejoicing. 
2. The Care of the Soul is the one Thing 

needful, © becauſe without it you cannot I, 
* ſibly ſecure your eternal Happineſs.” . 
A Crown of everlaſting Glory is not ſurely 
ſuch a Trifle as to be thrown away on a care- 
f 3 leſfs 
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leſs Creature, that will not in good earneſt pu 
ſue it. God doth not ordinarily deal chu 
even with the Bounties of his common Pro- 
vidence, which are comparatively of little Va. 
lue. As to theſe the Hand of the Diligent ge. 
nerally makes rich, and he would be thought 
diſtracted, rather than prudent, * who ſhould 
expect to get an Eſtate merely by wiſhing for 
it, or without ſome reſolute and continued 
Application to a proper Courſe of Action for 
that Purpoſe. Now, that we may not fooliſh 
ly dream of obtaining Heaven, in the midlt 
of a Courſe of Indolence and Sloth, we are ex 
preſſly told in the Word of God, that the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers Violence, and tht 
Violent take it by Force (a); and are therefore 
exhorted to ſtrive, with the greateſt Intenſenel; 
and Eagerneſs of Mind, as the Word properly 
ſigniſies, to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for tho 
great and important Reaſon, becauſe many ſbul 
another Day ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not bf 
able (b). Nay, when our Lord makes the:mott 
gracious Promiſes to the humble Petitionet, he 
does it in ſuch a manner as to exclude the Hopes 
of thoſe who are careleſs and indifferent. Al, 
and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and you ſhall find 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you (c). K 
therefore you do not ask, ſeek and knock, the 
Door of Mercy will not be opened, and etetmi 
Happineſs will be loſt. {13M 

And ſurely if I could ſay no more as to the 
fatal Conſequences of your Neglect, than this 
that eternal Happineſs will be loſt, 1 ſhould fay 

fa) Mat. xi. 12. (b) Luke xiii, 24. (c) Mat. vi. . | 
2 enoug 
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nough to impreſs every Mind that conſiders 
what Eternity means. To fall into a State of 
everlaſting Forgetfulneſs might indeed appear a 
Refuge to a Mind filled with the Apprehenſion 
of future Miſery. But Oh how dreadful a 
efuge is it! Surely it is ſuch a Refuge, as a 
aſt Precipice, from which a Man falling would 
be daſhed to pieces in a Moment, might appear 


hat he might be brought out to a painful and 
lingering Execution. If an extravagant Youth 
ould have Reaſon to look round with Anguiſh 
n ſome fair and ample paternal Inheritance, 
hich he had ſold or forfeited merely for the 
Riot of a few Days: How much more melan- 
holy would it be for a rational Mind to think 
hat its eternal Happineſs is loſt for any earthly 
onſideration whatever. Tormenting Thought! 
ad attended to that one Thing which I have 
eglected, I might have been great and happy, 

eyond Expre ſſion, beyond Conception. Not 

icrely for the little Span of ten thouſand thou- 
and Ages, bur FOR EVER. So that the 
loment would have come, when, if it had 
deen asked concerning me, © How long has 
that glorious Spirit been an - Inhabitant of 
Heaven? How long has it been enjoying 
God, and its ſelf in that State of Perfection? 
The Anſwer would have been ſuch, that no 
ine of any determinate finite Length would 
hel dve been ſufficient to have contained the 
„Number of Ages, no Time can be aſſigned 
hich would have been ſufficient to figure them 
own, This is Eternity, but I have loſt it, and 


to a Perſon purſued by the Officers of Juſtice, 
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needful, becauſe without it you cannot avoid! 


of the God of Truth. Ir there plainly appea 


1 RY 
am now on the Verge of Being. This Lany 
which might have outlaſted thoſe of the Bj 
mament, will preſently be extinguiſhed, and! 
blotted out from amongſt the Works of God, ani 
cut off from all the Bounties of his Hand. Woul 
not this be a very miſerable Caſe, if this wereal 
And would it not be ſufficient to prove this q 
be the better Part, which, as our Lord obſerys 
can never be taken away. But God fbi 
that we ſhould be fo unfaithful to him, andi 
the Souls of Men, as to reſt in ſuch a Repre 
ſentation alone. I therefore add once mote, 

3. The Care of the Soul is the one Thing 


State of cternal Miſery, which will be aggravated 
rather than alleviated by all your preſent Enjoy 


ments. | ä 
Nothing can be more evident from the Woti 


- o 
— — —— 


to be a determined Caſe, which leaves no Roa 
for a more favourable Conjecture or Hope. Th 
Ficked ſhall be turned into Hell, even all it 
Nations that forget God. They ſhall go awd 
into everlaſting Puniſhment, into a State when 
they ſhall in vain wiſh for Death, and ſha 
not be able to find it. Oh! Sirs, tis a certal 
but an awful Truth, that your Souls will v 
thinking and immortal Beings, even in ſpightd 
themſelves. They may indeed torment, but the 
can't Heſtroy themſelves. They can no moi 
ſuſpend their Power, Thought and Perceptiol 
than a Mirror its property of reflecting Ka) 
that fall on its Surface. Do you ſuſpect id 
contrary ? Make the Trial immediately. Om 
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ind your Minds to ccaſe from thinking but 
t one quarter of an Hour, or for half thar 
ime, and exclude every Idea and every Reflec- 
n. Can you ſucceed in that Attempt? Or 
ther, does not Thought preſs in with a more 
nſible violence on that Reſiſtance; as an anxi- 
Deſire to Sleep, makes us ſo much the more 
keful. Thus will Thought follow you be- 
nd the Grave, thus will it, as an unwelcome 
eſt, force itſelf upon you, when it can ſerve 
y ro perplex and diſtreſs the Mind. Ir will 
ever upbraid you, that notwithſtanding all 
kind Expoſtulations of God and Man, not- 
bſtanding all the keen Remonſtrances of Con- 
nce, and the Pleadings of the Blood of Chriſt, 
u have gone on in your Folly, till Heaven is 
% and Damnation incurr d; and all for what? 
a Shadow and a Dream © - 
Oh think not, Sinners, that the Remembrance 
your paſt Pleaſures, of your Succeſs in your 
ter Cares, whilſt that of the one Thing need- 
was forgotten, think not that this will caſe 
r Minds, © It will rather torment them the 
re. Son, remember that thou in thy life-time 
bed ſt thy good things. Bitter Remem- 
ce! Well might the Heathen Poets repre- 
„che unhappy Spirits in the Shades below, 
1.M&-g<rly catching at the Water of Forgerful- 
yet unable to reach ir. Your preſent Com- 
s will only ſerve to give you a livelier Sehſe of 
Miſery, as having taſted (ſuch degrees of 
oyment; and to inflame the reckoning, as 
bave miſimproy'd thoſe Talents lodg d in 
Hands for better Purpoſes, Surely, if theſe 
E28  a—_ 
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Things were believed, and ſeriouſly conſide 
the Sinner would have no more Heart to 
joice in his preſent Proſperity, than a Man v 
have to amuſe himſelf with the Curioſities d 


fine Garden, thro' which he was led to be bi 
upon the Rack. 
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But I will enlarge no farther on theſe Thin 
Would to God that the unaccountable Stupi 
of Men's Minds, and their fatal Artachmen 
the Pleaſures and Cares of the preſent Life; 
not make it neceſſary ro inſiſt on them ſo 
quently and ſo copioully! 1 

IV. I proceed to the Reflections which ng 
rally ariſe from hence, and ſhall only mention 

1. How much reaſon have we to lament theh 
ly of Mankind in neglecting the one Thing neui 

If Religion be indeed the trueſt Wiſdom, f 
ſurely we have the juſteſt Reaſon to fay'y 
Solomon, thar Folly and Madneſs is in M 

Hearts, Is it the one Thing needful? Look 
the Conduct of the generality of Mankind, 
you would imagine they thought it the 
Thing need els: The vaineſt Dream, and 
idleſt Amuſement of the Mind. God is ad 
niſhing them by Ordinances, and Providen 

ſometimes by ſuch as are moſt awful, to l 
to Heart; he ſpeaks once, yea twice, Je 
multitude of times, but Man regards not. 
profeſs perhaps to believe all that I have 

ſaying, but act as if the contrary were {ek 

dent; they will risk theſe Souls and this f 

nity, for a thing of nought, for that for 
fake of which they would not risk fo mud 

a Hand, or a Finger, or a Joint, no, nor 
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ps a Toy that adorns it. Surely this is ie 
onder of Angels, and perhaps of Devils too, 
[5 che Obſervation of ſo many Ages may haye 
der'd it familiar to both. And can we, my 
hriſtian Brethren, behold ſuch a Scene with In- 
ference ? If ſome Epidemical Madneſs had 
xd our Country, or the Places where we live, 
that as we went from one place to another, 
ſhould every where meet with Lunaticks, 
| ſee amongſt the reſt, ſome perhaps of the 
ſt Genius and Improvements, and the moſt 
nent Stateſmen in Life, amuſing themſelves 
With Scraws and Bubbles, or wounding them- 
es and others; ſurely were we ever ſo ſecure 
mm the Danger of Infection or Aſſault, the 
zt would cut us to the Heart. Surely a good 
tured Man would hardly be able to go abroad, 
even be deſirous to live amongſt ſo many ad 
ectacles. Yet theſe poor Creatures might, 
wichſtanding this, be the Children of God, 

d the higher cheir Frenzy roſe, the nearer 
hc their compleat Happineſs be. But alas, 
greater part of Mankind are ſeized with a 
le kind of Madneſs, in which they are ruin- 
p their Souls : And can we behold it with In- 
crence! The Lord awaken our Compaſſion, 
Prayer, and our Endeavours in dependance 
Divine Grace, that we may be inſtrumental 
bringing them to their right Mind, and ma- 
g them wiſe indeed, that is, wiſe to Salvation. 
2. How neceſſary is it that we would ſeriouſſy 
pe how this one Thing needful is regarded 

us! 
er me intreat you to remember your own 
11 9 Concern 


Concern in ir, and inquire Haye I thong 
riouſly of it. Have I ſeen the Impetu 
of it?—o> Has it lain with a due and an abidi 
| Chriſt, that I might lay the ſtreſs of theſe gi 
eternal Intereſts on him And am 1-aQing 
the Main of my Life as one that has theſe ( 
victions . — Am J willing in Fact to gie 
other Things, my Intereſts, my Pleaſures, 
Paſſions to this Am I converſing with ( 
and with Man as one that believes theſe Thin 
as one that has deliberately choſen the bei 
Part, and is determined to abide by that Choi 
Obſerve the Anſwer which Conſcience 
turns to thele Inquiries, and you will know yt 
own part in that more particular Applicati 
with which I am to conclude my Diſcourle 
1. Let me addreſs to choſe that ars intirely 
concern'd about the one Thing needful. - | 
Sirs, I have been ſtating the Cale at large 
now I appeal to your Confciences, are theſethi 
ſo? or axe they not? God and your on He 
beſt know for what the Care of your Soul in 
lected; but be it what it will, the differe 
between one Grain of Sand, and another, 1 
great, when it comes to be weigh d againſt a 
lent of Gold. Whatever it is, you had need 
examine it carefully. You had need to view ic 
Commodity on all ſides, of which you do in ei 
ſay, for this will I ſell my Soul, for this will 1 
up Heaven and venture Hell, be Heaven 
Hell whatever they may. In the Name of vic 
Sirs, is this the part of a Man, of a rational n 
ture? To go on with your Eyes open coward: 
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Wi: of eternal Ruin, becauſe there are a few gay 
owers in the way. Or —_ * PR your 
es? will that prevent your Fall? It ſignifies lit - 
Cota; | will norchink of rheſe Things, I will 
Wc conſider them. God has ſaid, in the laſt Days © 
We) all conſader it perfectly. The Revels of a 
unken Malefactor will not prevent, nor reſpite 
is Execution. Pardon my Plainneſs, if it were a 
able or a Tale, I would endeavour to amuſe you 
th Words, but I cannot do it where your Souls - 
ine at Stake. VVT 
2. 1 would apply to thoſe who are convine d 
che Importance of their Souls, yet are inclin d 
e Wodefer that Care of them a little longer, which 
nthe general they ſee to be neceſſarx. 
know you that are young, are under peculiar 
[emprations to do this; tho! tis ſtrange that the 
Death of ſo many of your Companions ſhould not 
an Anſwer to ſome of the moſt ſpecious and 
angerous of thoſe Temptations. Methinks if 
nuWicre were the leaſt degree of Uncertainty, the 
Wnportance is too weighty to put Matters tothe 
Nenture. But here the Uncertainty is great and 
pparent. You mult ſurely know that there are 
tical Seaſons of Lifefor managing the Concerns 
a Wt it, which are of ſuch a nature, that if once 
c0Wolt, they may never return: Here is a critical 
eaſon. Nous is the accepted Time, now is the Day 
elif Salvation. To Day if he will hear his Voice 
1081 den not your Hearts. This Language may nor 
nie ſpoken To-morrow. Talk not of a more con- 
enient Seaſon, none can be more convenient; 
Mad that to which you would probably refer it, is 
auen of all ſo, A dying Time. ts” | 
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chuſe then to have any important Buſineß þ 
hand; and will you of choice refer the greate( 
Buſineſs of all to that languiſhing, hurrying, am 
ing Hour. If a Friend were then to come toyo 
With the Ballance of an intricate Account, or 
View of a Title to an Eſtate, you would ſhak 
your fainting Head, and lift up your pale trem 
bling Hand, and ſay perhaps with a feeble Voice 
«* Alas, is this a Time for theſe Things?“ Andi 
ita Time for ſo much greater Things than theſe 
I wiſh you knew, and would conſider into wha 
a ſtrait we that are Miniſters are ſometime 
brought, when we are called to the dying Bed 
of thoſe who have ſpent their Lives in the negle 
of the one Thing needful. On the one hand we 
fear leſt if we palliate Matters, and ſpeak (moor 
Things, we ſhall betray and ruin their Souls; an- 
on the other, that if we uſe a becoming Plainne 
and Seriouſnels, in warning them of their Dange 
we ſhall quite overwhelm them, and haſten chi 
dying Moment which is advancing by ſuch {wif 
Steps. Oh let me intreat you for our ſakes, an 
much more for your own, that you do not dri: 
us to ſuch ſad Extremities: But that if you at 
convinc'd, as I hope ſome of you may now be 
that the Care of the Soul is that needful Thin 
we have repreſented, let the Conviction work 
let it drive you immediately to the Throne e 
Grace, that from thence you may derive th: 
Wiſdom and Strength which may direct you it 
all the Intricacies which intangle you, and an 
mate you in the midſt of Difficulty and Diſce 

ragement. „„ = | 8 
3. Iwould in the laſt place addreſs 1 
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hoſe happy Souls who have in good ea 
nded to the one Thing needful. =» . 
hope when you ſee how commonly it is neg- 
ted, neglected indeed by many, whoſe natural 
upacities, Improvements, and Circumſtances in -. 
Life, appear to you ſuperior to your own, you. . 
ill humbly acknowledge, that it was diſtin- 
wiſhing Grace that brought you into this happy 
Fate, and form'd you to this molt neceſſary Care, 


ounſel, in Virtue of which you can ſay that he 
your Portion.----Rejoice in the Thought that 
he great Concern is ſecured; as tis natural for 
to do, when ſome important Affair is diſpatchd 
ich has long lain before us, and which we have 
xen inclin d. to put off from one Day to another, 
ut have at length ſtrenuouſly and ſucceſsfully 
ended. Remember ſtill to continue —_ 
n theſe great Principles which at firſt determin' 
our Choice; and ſeriouſly conſider, that thoſe 
ho deſire their Life may at laſt be given them 
ra Prey, muſt continue on their Guard, in all 
ſtages of their Journey thro a Wilderneſs, where 
iy Dangers are ſtill ſurrounding them. Having 
cured the great Concern, make yourſelves caly 
Wo others of ſmaller Importance. You have cho- 
the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, 
er things therefore ſhall be added unto you; and 
Iny which you deſire ſhould not be added, come | 
rt yourſelves with this Thought, that you have 
e good part which can never be taken away. 


And, not to enlarge on theſe obvious Hints, vhich 


buſt fo often occur, be very ſollicitous that others | 
lay be brought to a Care about the one Thing 


gels the Lord therefore who hath given you that 


— It it be needful hoe OY Nis 6 or G 
Children, your Friends, your Servants. Leal 
| therefore ſee your Concern. in this Re 
them, as well as for your ſelves. Let Pare 
pecially, attend to this Exhortation, whole 
for their Offpring often exceeds in other 
ſpects, and fails in this. Remember th 
ill! Children may never live to enjoy the E 
im your Labour and Concern, to get them "ill 
aud Portions, The Charges of cheir Fan 
1 may perhaps be all their Share of what 

fo anxiouſly careful to lay up for them. A 

think what a Sword would pierce thro your 
ty Heart, if you ſhould ſtand by the C 
beloved Child with this Reflection, Th 
| 4 Creature has donc with Life, before it leanll 
Wl © great Buſineſs in it, and is gone to E 
which Ihavcſeldom been warning it to 
| for, and which perhaps it learnt of me to 
j _Onthe whole, may 2 grand Care boi 
= bened i in thoſe by whom it has been hi 
neglected; may it be revived in each of m 
9 And that you may be encourag d to purſue i 
1 greater Cheatfulneſs, let me boy hah. with 
It  . -eomfortable Thought, that in to 
78 Neceffiry ol the Caſe, is the Proviſion u 
vine Gon has made for our Afſliftance. Wl 
1 are diſpoſed to fir down at Chriſt's Feet, ha 
1 teach you by his Word and Spirit. If you ll 
mit this precious Jewel, which is y. 
11 Alli into is Ha , he will fen. o'W 
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